Table of Contents 


2 eat P) 
Forċe Incident Review 


Force Incident Evaluation 


Supervisors Report on Use of Force 


Force Review Summary 


Exhibits 


Exhibit A : 


Exhibit B: 


Exhibit C: 


Exhibit D: 


Exhibit E: 


Exhibit F: 


Photograplis depicting location of robbery, location where Suspect Acuna was 
apprehended, Incident and Supplemental reports and felony complaint. 


Photographs depicting Suspect Acuna’s injuries. 


Photographs of “Ronnie” and Supplemental report written by Deputy 
Wilkinson. 


Supplemental report written by Sergeant Guilbault 
Supplemental report written by Deputy Hayes. 


Medical Reports. 


Miscellaneous Documents 


aks ees el 


on O 


USE OF FORCE SUMMARY 
SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT-BUREAU 
AUGUST 18, 2000 

DEPUTY STEVE WILKINSON 


The summary is based upon Incident, Supplementary Reports, photographs, interviews of the suspect, 
involved deputy, witnesses and medical personnel. 


Overview 

On August 18, 2000, Lieutenant Karyn Mannis and Sergeants Greene and Reyes of the Internal A ffairs 
Bureau were notified that Special Enforcement Bureau K-9 Unit (240K9-6) had been involved in the 
apprehension of three robbery suspects. During the search and apprehension of Suspect Acuna, he was 
bitten by the K-9 dog (Ronnie). Follow up medical treatment revealed the suspect’s right arm was 
fractured in an area just below the dog bite. 


Synopsis 

Lakewood Station deputies responded to an armed robbery in progress call at 14949 Garfield Avenue, 
Paramount (Toby Construction Company). One of the victims (total of five victims) had escaped from the 
location and reported that three armed suspects pistol-whipped and robbed both him and his friends. An 
airship (helicopter), responded to the call and saw two male suspects running from the robbery location 
and into a neighboring yard. A containment of the area was set up by Lakewood Station personnel. Special 
Enforcement K-9 Units monitoring the call also responded to the containment area. The K-9 Supervisor 
Sergeant Guilbault determined that deployment of a canine dog would be appropriate and within policy, 
as they were searching for multiple armed suspects. 


Prior to deployment of the dog, several announcements were made via Deputy Haye’s vehicle’s public 
address system in both English and Spanish. After announcing the deployment of the dog, a methodical 
search was conducted of the rear yard a, location where suspects were last 
seen. After an extensive search of the yard and numerous additional announcements by the dog handler 


(Deputy Wilkinson), the suspect was located and bitten on his right arm by the dog. Suspect Acuna was 
treated at the command post by paramedics for the dog bite and subsequently transported the hospital for 


` follow-up treatment. The remaining two suspects were located hiding under trailers and were arrested 


without incident. The suspect’s handgun and property belonging to the victim(s) were located in the rear 
yard a +- victims were treated for facial and head lacerations at a local hospital 
and released. Numerous counts were filed on all three suspects for assault and robbery. 

TAB Note: To see photograph depicting locatiori of robbery, photographs of the area where 


Suspect Acuna was located, Incident and supplemental reports and felony complaint, 
refer to Exhibit A 
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Suspect Acuna told me that he understood and spoke a little English but preferred that I speak to him in 
Spanish. I spoke to Suspect Acuna in Spanish and I advised him of the purpose of our interview. The 
interview was tape recorded. This is a summary of that interview.: Suspect Acuna said he ran from the 
‘police, jumped over a fence and fell into a swallow fish pond. He said he hid in the pond from the officers 
for about an hour. He said he saw the helicopter circling overhead and avoided being seen by stdying 
underwater and concealed in the pond. 


Suspect Acuna said he heard the Sheriff s helicopter make an announcement to the residents to stay inside 
their houses. He said he did not hear any announcement made regarding the use ofa police dog because 
he was urider thé water most of the time. He said the police dog went into the water, bit him on the right 
arm and started to pull him out of the pond. He said he did not resist and immediately surrendered and 
asked the dog handler to take the dog away. He said once the dog was taken away, some other officers 
began to kick him on his back and right foot. He said he is not sure which one of the officers actually 
kicked or stepped on his right foot because he was facing the ground. 


Suspect Acuna said he was ordered to put his hands behind his back which he did and that he never 
resisted. He said he was handcuffed, placed on his feet and taken to a radio car where he waited for three 
hours before being taken to the hospital. He said he heard the dog handler say “Good Boy” to the dog after 
the dog bithim. He said the dog was allowed to bite him for a period of about three minutes. He is certain 
the dog bite caused his broken armi, because he could feel the dog’s teeth hitting the bone. He added that 
other than the fracture and the pain to his right foot, he was not injured. 


TAB Note: To see photographs of Suspect Acuna’s injuries, refer to Exhibit B 


Deputy Wilkinson said that he, Sergeant Guilbault and Deputy Hayes responded to Lakewood Station’s 
Command Post regarding a containment of armed robbery suspects. He said once they were briefed, his 
supervisor Sergeant Guilbault determined that deployment of a canine dog would be used to search for the 
armed suspects. He said prior to the deployment of the dog, Deputy Hayes made numerous 
announcements via his radio car’s public address system advising thé suspects that a canine dog would be 
deployed. He'said the announcements were made in both English and Spanish languages in hopes that the 
suspects would surrender. He said they waited approximately ten to fifteen minutes before starting the 
search. He deployed his dog (Ronnie) to search, and Sergeant Guilbault and Deputy Hayes served as his 
back up. He said the rear yard i. ahut surrounded by a moat 


(fish pond) with lily pads and other foliage ranging from 18 to 24 inches in height. 


Deputy Wilkinson said “Ronnie” alerted to human scent in the area of the pond, near the “hut” and along 
thenorth fence line next to a trailer park. He said“Ronnie” was offa leash at this time and he put “Ronnie” 
back ona leash while Sergeant Guilbault and Deputy Hayes searched the “hut” and pond area. He said 
Sergeant Guilbault and Deputy Hayes did not locate the suspect in or underneath the hut. 


Deputy Wilkinson said he continually made verbal announcements asking the suspect(s) to surrender and 
avoid being bitten by the dog. He said there was no response from the suspect. He said he could tell by 
“Ronnie’s” reactions that the suspect was close by. He visually checked the pond with his flashlight but 
he could not locate any sign of the suspect. He said he discussed his next plan of action with Sergeant 
Guilbault who agreed that “Ronnie” should be taken offa leash again to pin point the suspect’s hiding place. 
He said prior to unleashing “Ronnie,” he (Deputy Wilkinson) again made several additional announcements 
asking the suspect to surrender. 


Deputy Wilkinson said “Ronnie” jumped into the water toward lily pad, placed his head underwater and 
came out with the suspect’s right arm in his mouth. He said the suspect was covered in mud and motionless 
while “Ronnie” pulled him from the pond. He said that it took him a few seconds to determine that the 
suspect was not armed. He estimated the total amount of time of the bite was between 10 and 20 seconds. 
He said once he determined that the suspect was not armed he asked “Ronnie” to release the bite, which 

~ “Ronnie” did immediately. He said he maintained control of his dog while the suspect was handcuffed by 
Sergeant Guilbaultand Deputy Hayes. Deputy Wilkinson said the suspect was taken to the command post 
and he summoned paramedics to treat the suspect for four puncture wounds to his right arm. Deputy 
Wilkinsoñ added that a second suspect was located hiding underneath a trailer where “Ronnie” had alertéd 
to human scent earlier along the north fence line. 


IAB Note: To see photographs of “Ronnie” and Supplemental Report written by Deputy 
Wilkinson, refer to Exhibit C 


Sergeant Guilbault said he responded to the command post at 14949 Garfield Avenue, Paramountalong 
with Deputies Wilkinson, Hayes and their dogs. He said once he was briefed, he determined that 
deployment ofa canine would be appropriate to aid in the search of the armed suspect(s). He said based 
on information they had received, he began the canine deployment i. 
large residential lot. Prior to deployment of the dog, an announcement was made to advise the suspects 
and residents that a police dog would be deployed. He said the announcement was made in both English 
and Spanish. He said the helicopter also madé announcements. He said Deputy Wilkinson’s dog “Ronnie” 
was used for the search. He and Deputy Hayes assisted Deputy Wilkinson and “Ronnie” with the search. 
He said “Ronnie” alerted to human scent on the north side of the pond. He said “Ronnie” barked and 
actually jumpéd into the pond. He said they visually searched the pond area but did not locate the suspect. 
He said they believed the suspect might be hiding in or underneath a “cabana” that was located in the center 
of the fish pond. 


Sergeant Guilbault said Deputy Wilkinson leashed “Ronnie” and made several announcements asking the 
suspect to “give up, we know you are there.” He said he and Deputy Hayes searched the cabana but they 
did not, locate the suspect. He said Deputy Wilkinson asked them to search the cabana a second time. 
He said they searched the cabana again and some nearby banana trees, but did not locate the suspect. 
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Sergeant Guilbault said he directed Deputy Wilkinson to release “Ronnie” in hopes of pin pointing the 
suspect’s hiding place. He said Deputy Wilkinson was standing at the edge of the pond and “Ronnie” 
jumped into the pond direétly in front ofhim. He said “Ronnie” put his nose and head into the water and 
lily pads and came up with the suspect in his jaws. Sergeant Guilbault said that as “Ronnie” pulled the 
suspect from the pond, it appeared to him as if “Ronnie” re gripped his bite of the suspect’s right shoulder. 
He said “Ronnie” held the “bite” of the suspect for approximately twenty to thirty seconds. He said 
Deputy Wilkinson pulled “Ronnie” off the bite and they ordered the suspect to get out of the pond. He said 
the suspect came out of the pond about half way. He said he pulled the suspect out of the pond the rest 
of the way and turned the suspect on his stomach. He said Deputy Hayes handcuffed him without incident. 


Sergeant Guilbault said that he or Deputy Hayes may have accidentally stepped on the suspect’s foot when 
they partially entered the pond, to pull the suspect out. He said the suspect did not resist handcuffing. He 
said he helped the suspect to his feet and called to Lakewood Deputies who walked the suspect out of the 
yard. He said he located acitizen that heard the announcement regarding the dog’s deployment. He said 
the citizen lives directly behind the yard where the suspect located. He added that a second suspect was 
also located hiding underneath a trailer. 


IAB Note: To see Supplemental Report written by Sergeant Guilbault, tefer to Exhibit D 


Deputy Hayes said he, Sergeant Guilbault and Deputy Wilkinson responded to a Lakewood Station 
Command Post regarding containment of armed robbery suspect(s). He said they were briefed at the 
command post and that Sergeant Guilbault determined that a canine would be deployed to search for 


armed robbery suspects. He said the helicopter had spotted two of the suspects in the rear yard of | || 

ee :: said Deputy Wilkinson’s dog, “Ronnie” was used to search for the 
suspect(s). He said prior to deploying the dog, he made K-9 deployment announcements via his vehicle’s 
loud speaker system from the driveway of a. said the announcement was 
made from a pre recorded tape and that the announcements are in both English and in Spanish. He said 
he, Sergeant Guilbault and Deputy Wilkinson entered the yard and began the search. 


He said “Ronnie” alerted to human scent along the north fence line and near a fish pond and hut. He said 
the helicopter had spotted one of the suspects earlier near the hut. He said deputy Wilkinson leashed 
“Ronnie” and made several announcements asking the suspect to come out. He said he and Sergeant 
Guilbault searched the hut but were unable to locate the suspect. He said Deputy Wilkinson was certain 
the suspect was close by based on “Ronnie’s” reaction. He said he obtained a key to enter the interior 
portion of the hut from the residents and directed them to stay away from the west side of the house. He 
said he and Sergeant Guilbault searched the interior of the hut but did not locate the suspect. He said 
Deputy Wilkinson made additional annouricements asking the suspect to surrender. He said Deputy 
Wilkinson released “Ronnie” and “Ronnie” jumped into the pond and started to pull out. He saidas the 
-dog pulled out, he saw a human head come out from underneath the reeds and weeds. He could see that 
the dog had a bite of the suspect’s upper right arm. 
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te: During our canvas of the area for possible witnesses we attempted to contact the residents 
ay ut they were not home. Deputy Corbett 
(Special Enforcement Bureau) contacted and interviewed the} ho told them they did not see the 
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Deputy Hayes said the suspect did not make any sounds and he yelled to the suspect to show his hands. 
He saidit took approximately eight to ten seconds before the suspect showed his left hand and they were 
able to determine that the suspect was not armed. He estimated the total time of the dog bite was between 
ten and fifteen seconds. He said Deputy Wilkinson removed the dog and Sergeant Guilbault and he moved 
in. He said they both grabbed the suspect by his shirt and pulled him out of the pond. He said they turned 
the suspect over on his stomach and ordered him to place his hands behind his back. He said he handcuffed 
the suspect and turned the suspect over to Lakewood personnel who walked him out of the yard. He said 
the command post was contacted and paramedics were requested to respond and treat the suspect. 
Deputy Hayes added that a second suspect was located by his dog hiding underneath a trailer in the trailer 
park just north of the yard where the first suspect was located. 


IAB Note: To see Supplemental Report written by Deputy Hayes, refer to Exhibit E 


Emergency Room Physician Chapman said he treated Suspect Acuna for several dog bite puncture 
wounds to his right arm and a sprained right ankle. He said Acuna also sustained a “linear fracture” to his 
right arm just below the dog bite area. Doctor Chapman said the bone at the point of fracture, appeared 
to have a “boney cyst” or some sort of bone disease, possibly cancer. 


Doctor Chapman said he discussed the suspect’s x-rays with a radiologist who confirmed the presence 
ofa “bony cyst” at the point of fracture. He explained that with a “bony cyst,” the bone is hollow and very 
easily broken unlike a healthy bone which is solid. When asked ifa dog bite may have caused the fracture 
he stated: “It could have occurred from any number of things including a fall.” He added that the suspect’s 
sprained ankle may have also been caused by any number of things. 


IAB Note: To see medical report written by Dr. Chapman, refer to Exhibit F 


dog bite but they did hear the K-9 announcements. The trailer park at arfield Avenue was 
canvassed for potential witnesses to the dog bite. Thi stated that 


she saw deputies in the trailer park and heard the verhead but did not witness the dog bite. 
| HR space said they saw the arrest of the suspect that was 
hiding under the trailer but did not witness the dog bite. added that she heard the helicopter make 


announcements for the residents to stay inside their homes. Additionally spaces 
checked but no one answered the door. Sergeant Guilbault interviewed 

esidence is located behind 
said she heard an announcement advising the residents of the area to stay in their homes because canine 
dogs would be released: She said the announcement asked the suspect to surrender to any officer and 
that the dog woild bite. She added that she heard the announcement in both English and in Spanish. 
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yvisor's Report on Use of Crce 


Incident Informat 
Date: 


August 1 


Page 1 of 4 


City or Station: 


O Garficia Ave., 


Paramount 


Last Name 


Employee Witnesses 
First Name 
Patrick 


Last Name 


First Name 


Last Name 


Last Name 


First Name 


dmin. Investigation: YES O NOM 


Middle Name 
Middle Name 


Middle Name 


N 


Street Address 


Last Name 


Last Name 


Last Name 
Guilbault 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph. 


On Duty Supervisor 


Last Name 


Last Name 


Watch Commander's Signature: 


Copy Provided to Employee by: 


Supervisor Completing Form: 


Unit Commanders Signature: 


First Name Middle Name Present | Witness to Incident 
Robert v sot | Yes noO] ves nol] 
First Name Middle Name Present _ | Witness to Incident 
ves noO | ves noO 
Watch Sergeant 
First Name Middle Name 
r Jack x 
Watch Commander 
First Name Middle Name 
Michael 
Emp #: 
Emp #: 
Emp #: 
(Print) 
Emp #: Date Signed: 
Original: Unit Commander 


| PSTD Use Only | 
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SH-R-438 Rev. 10/98 


Copy: P.S.T.D.Headquarters, 


See Reverse 


Employee 


y Supervisor’ s Report on Use of Force ; 


Cy aoosatrt360082 À Page 2of 4 
Method URI 400-18171-1364-032 ge2of 4 


(AW) Arwen (FH) Firearm (Handgun) (PO) Personal Weapon (Other) 
(BC) Baton: (Control) {FR) Firearm (Rifle) (RS) Resistance 
(BI) Baton: (Impact) {FS) Firearm (Shotgun) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) 
(BF) Bodily Fluids (FO) Firearm (Other) (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) 
(CN) Canine (FB) Flashbang (HB) Restraint Device: Hobble (Legs Only) 
(CR) Carotid Restraint (FL) Flashtight (TP) Restraint Cevice: Hobble (TARP) 
(CH) Choke Hold (QE) Other Weapon: Edged (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Belt 
1 (CT) Control Holds: (Contro! Techniques) (OV) Other Weapon: Vehicle (SP) Sap 
1 (TT) Control Holds: (Team Takedown) (OB) Other Weapon: Blunt Object (SH} Shield 
(TD) Control Holds: (Takedown) (QO) Other Weapon: Other (SG) 37mm Stinger 
(CE) Chemical (PK) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Kick) (SB) Sting Ball 
(OC) Chemical Agents (OC Spray) (PS) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) (ST) Stun Bag 
(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (PH) Personal Weapon (Hand/Arm) (TR) Taser 
(EX) Explosives (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) (UC) Uncooperativé 
Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
(AB) Abrasion (DB) Dog Bite (PA) Paralysis (AD) Abdomen (FA) Face (HI) Hip 
(BR) Bruise (FR) Fractures (PW) Puncture Wound (AK) Ankle (FE) Feet (IN) ‘Internai 
(BU) Burn (GS) Gunshot (SD) Soft Tissue Damage (AR) Arm (Fl) Fingers (KN) Knees 
(CP) Complaint of Pain (HB) Human Bite (ST) Sprain/Twists (BK) Back (GE) Genitals (LE) Leg 
(CQ) Concussion (LC) Lacerations (UN) Unconscious (BT) Buttocks (GR) Groin (NK) Neck 
| (DH) Death (ND) Nerve Damage (RM) Refused Med Treatment | (CH) Chest (HD) Hands (NO) Nose 
ii (DI) Dislocation (OD) Organ Damage (NN) NONE (EL) Elbow (HE) Head (SH) Shoulder 
(WR) Wrist 
FORCE APPLIED (Only One Code Per Block) 


Type of 
Used Against (E# or S#) S = ea co | 
ode, 
a eee 


SH-R-438 Rev. 10/98 See Front Side 


Supervisor's Keport on use of rorce 
INVO"sED EMPLOYEE INFORN’ TION 


URI 400-18171-1364-032 Page 3 of 4- 
Em Last Name First Name Middle Name} 
E1 P Wilkinson Steven Paul 
Sex: Unit of Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
X Mate [] Female Special Enforcement Bureau K-9 


Shift: 


leu [] pay [O pm 


Medical Exam/Treatment [_] 


Directed Force O 
Significant Force DI 


Middle Name 


If Admitted, Name of Coroner Case # 


Hospital: 


Last Name First Name 


Employee # 


Sex: Race: 


oO Male’ El Female 


Cem O Day C pm la Regular Shift C] OT Shift C] off Duty | 


If Admitted, Name of 
. Hospital: 


Unit of Assignment: | Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 


Weight: 


Age: | Height: 


Coroner Case# | Directed Force [] 
Significant Force (} 


Medical Exam/Treatment C] 


Last Name First Name Middle Namel 


Sex: 


O mae O 
Shift: 
Clem [O pay [O Pm |O Regular Shit (J OT Shit [C] Off Duty 


á if Admitted, Name of Coroner Case# | Directed Force [J 
Magical Eam Treatment L Hospital: aaar se] Significant Force [] 


Employee # Last Name First Name Middle Name} 


Unit of Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 


Sex: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 


Unit of Assignment: 


C Male [ Female . 
Shift: Age: Height: Weight: 
Clem [O day (1 pm |C Regular shit C] oT Snitt C Off Duty 2 | 3 | s 


If Admitted, amcar Coroner Case# | Directed Force [] 
Hospital: 5 4 Significant Force] 


Medical Exam/Treatment Oo 


Employee Last Name First Name Middle Name 


Sex: Race: | Unit of Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
Malė [] Female 
Shift: 5 : Height: Weight: 
Clem [] Day [1] Pm |C Regular Shitt C] OT Shift [C] off Duty 
i If Admitted, Name of Coroner Case# Directed Force [] 
Medical Exam/Treatment Oo Hospital: Significant Force] 
E Employee # Last Name First Name Middle Name 
Race: | Unit of Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
Female 
Shift: 


Age: Height: | Weight: 


Coroner Case# |Directed Force 


Significant Force] 


Oem ( pay 1 Pm_|[] Regular Shift C] OT Shift C] off Duty 
If Admitted, Name of 


Medical Exam/Treatment oO Hospital: 


SH-R-438 Rev. 10/98 See Other Side 


Supervisor’ s Report on Use of Force 
COUSPECT INFORMATION” } 


URN: 400-18171-1364-032 Page_4 of 4 


ale j r rs 
Suspect Information 


Last Name First Name Jose Middle Name Antonio 
First Name Middle Name 


Sex: | Race: | Street Ad E City: State & Zip Code: 


DI Male m; Female H 
Home Phone: 7 Height: | 0.0.8. Weight: Armed? 


509 12-20-79 145 X 
Booking #: 6570325 Primary Charge: 211PC Secondary Charge: Criminal Histo! 
Rec'd Treatment At: LKD. Memorial Coroner Case#: Mental History L] 


Hospital Admission? 
Under Influence: 

[J YES [X}NO Substance: 
andl TEES R. Suspect interview. 


Date: Time: 
Audiotape: Videotape: 
August 18 2000 . 1100 udiotape: D9 ideotape: BX) 


Suspect Information 
Last Name First Name Middle Name 
AKA Last Name First Name Middle Name 


Sex: $ 5 City: State & Zip Code: 
C Male [] Female 
Work Phone: Home Phone: : ight: .0.B. 


Booking #: Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: Criminal History 
Hospital Admission? [] Rec'd Treatment At: Coroner Case#: Mental History [C] 


Under Influence: 
O yes CINO Substance: 


Photos of Suspect's Injuries [X] YES oO NO 


Audiotape:[[] Videotape: C] 


Suspect Information 


IS _| Last Name First Name Middle Name a 
TAKA Last Name First Name Middle Name : 
Sex: Race: | Street Address: | City: State & Zip Code: i 
Male [_] Female 
Work Phone: Home Phone: | Age: Height: | D.O.B. | 
Booking #: Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: | 


[Hospital Admission? [] Rec'd Treatment At: 
Under Influence: 

(yes [C] NO Substance: 
meee E E Interview metsane.: 2 
Audiotape: [C] Videotape: (] 


SH-R-438 Rev. 10/98 . See Other Side 
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FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
suit ’S DEPARTMENT o 
pate. December 8, 2000 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE: 


RICHARD L. CASTRO, COMMANDER TO: CATHY A. TAYLOR, CAPTAIN _ 
PERSONNEL AND TRAINING DIVISION | SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT BUREAU 


EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
USE OF FORCE - K-9 BITE, AUGUST 18, 2000, IAB REVIEW #2018360 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the Review Committee's findings and 
recommendations concerning the use of force incident which occurred on August 18, 
2000. 


The Committee met on December 7, 2000, and consisted of myself and Commanders 
David Betkey (Commander of the Department) and Michael Kenyon (Commander of 
the Department). The Committee determined the use of force by Deputy Steven 
Wilkinson ee within Department Policy. Please advise the deputy of this 
finding. 
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